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Paper I : Introducing Sociology

Module-1 :

Nature & Scope : Definition-Sociological questions—Methods of study—Scientific

status; Sociological & other forms of knowledge of Society : Sociology & common

sense—Sociology & Social Anthropology—Sociology & Social Psychology—Sociology

& History—Sociology & Political Science : Development of Sociology : Industrial

Revolution—French Revolution—Enlightenment & Educational Revolution—A broad

overview on Indian Sociology; Basic issues : Individual & Society—Persistence &

change-Cohesion & conflict—Globalisation & Localisation.

Module-2 :

Group and Organization : Primary & Secondary Groups—Reference Groups—

Bureaucracy—Self-helf Groups; Status and Role : Ascribed status and achieved status—

Role Set—Role Strain & Role conflict–Status-role incongruence; Stratification : Social

Inequality & Social Change—Slavery, Caste, Estates, Class— Class and Class

consciousness—Gender stratification; Network-Details from IGNOU.

Module-3 :

Culture : Culture and Civilization—Culture and Sub-culture—Social Origins of

Culture—Culture Institution Media; Components of Culture-Beliefs and attitude—Nouns

and Values—Ideology and Science ; Socialization : Process of Socialization—Agencies

of Socialization—Changing patterns—Socialization, Culture, Social Structure; Culture,

Social Control & Deviance : Types of Social Control—Agencies—Deviance—Social

Control and Social Order.

Module-4 :

Society as a Process : Society and the Time-process—The process of adjustment to

a total environment—Internal Processes—Strain & Conflict—Cooperation & Conflict;

Social Conflict : Conflict as a process—Forms of conflict—Marx’s contributions—

Interaction, Conflict and Contradiction ; Social Mobility : Meaning and Types—Mobility

and Stratification—Process of Conformity and Deviance—Socialization, Social control

and Mobility ; Social Change : Meaning of Social Change—Social Evolution and Social

Development—Social Progress—Explanations of change.
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Paper II : Indian Society

Module-1 :

Nature of Indian Society : Unity in Diversity—Evolution of Indian Society

(Sociocultural dimension)—Indian’s Social Structure (Village Community and Urban

Community)—Varna and Jati;

Module-2 :

Family and Kinship : Family, Marriage ; Kinship.

Module-3 :

Social Stratification in India : Class and caste; The Tribal Order; Religion and

Stratification—The Communal Groups ; Religion in Tribal Societies.

Module-4 :

Social Change in India : Sanskritization, Modernisation and Westernization : Social

Movements-Ecology and Gender, Demographic Factors in Social Change : Urbanization,

Development and Planning ; Contemporary social problems.

Paper III : Sociological Thought

Module-1 :

Foundation of Sociological Thought in Europe : Emergence of Sociology in Europe-

Industrial Revolution and Intellectual Revolutions; Early Founders : Saint Simon and

August Comte; Political—Philosophical Foundations : Montesquieu ; Marxian Watershed.

Module-2 :

Classical Thinkers : Herbert Spencer and George Simmel ; Emile Durkheim; Max

Weber and V. Pareto ; Radcliffe Brown and Malinowski.

Module-3 :

Development of Sociological Thought : Contribution of Americal Writers-Veblen,

Cooley, Mead, Park and Sorokin; Contribution of Continental Writers—Mosca, Mitchell.

Manhein, W. I. Thomas and F. Znaniecki ; Modern Thinkers-Talcott Parsons, Robert

Merton, C. W. Mills.



3

Module-4 :

Indian Thinkers : Raja Rammohan Roy and Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay, Vidyasagar,

Bankim Chandra, Vivekananda, Sibnath Sastri, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Bhupendra Nath

Dutta, G. S. Ghurye, Binoy Sarkar, Dhurjati Prasad and Radha Kamal.

Paper IV : Sociological Theory

Module-1 :

Functional Theory : Holistic Traditions - Positivist Approach, Durkheimian Approach;

Radcliffe - Brown (Structural-Functionalism), Malinowski (Functionalism) ; Merton’s

Personian Functionalism-Merton’s Critique of Functionalism.

Module-2 :

Conflict Theory : Marxist Tradition, Simmel’s Contribution, Dahrendorf’s

Contribution; L. Coser’s Conflict-Functionalism.

Module-3 :

Exchange Theory and Symbolic Interactionism : Anthropological Tradition-

Malonovski’s contribution, Levi-Strauss and Modern anthropological tradition ;

Sociological Tradition : Homans, P. Blau; Symbolic Interactionism and Dramaturgical

analysis-a brief outline.

Module-4 :

Phenomenology and Critical Sociology : Emergence of Phenomenology ; A brief

outline of Phenomenological theory (with a critical evalution); Ethnomethodology a

brief outline; Critical Sociology : a brief outline with reference to the works of

Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse and Habermas.

Paper V : Rural and Urban Sociology

Module-1 :

Urbanism : Features of urbanism ; Urbanism as a way of life ; Re-urbanization and

the Post-II War pattern of urban development ; Problems of Urbanism.
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Module-2 :

Theories of Urbanism (Patterns of growth) : Central place theory ; Burgers and the

Concentric Zone theory ; Sector theory ; Multiple-Nuclei theory.

Module-3 :

Rural-Urban Continuum : The concept of continuum ; Development of modern cities;

Urbanism in the Third World; Urban Social Movements.

Module-4 :

Indian Rural Society : Village Social Structure ; Village Economy-Economic aspect

of caste ; Village power Structure—Panchayati Raj; Rural Development Programme.

Paper VI : Social Institutions

Module-1 :

Institutions of Family and Marriage : Meaning of Institutions and distinction between

Institution and Association ; Family and Marriage defined and their interrelations

explained; Functions of Family and Marriage.

Module-2 :

Economic Institutions : Importance of Economic Institutions in human society;

Institutions of Property - The evolution of the institution; Capitalism as an institution

; Karl Marx and Max Weber on the relation between Economy and Society.

Module-3 :

Political Institution : Evolution of Political Institutions in human society-origin of

State; Relation between Economic and Political Institutions; Political Parties – their

institutional significance; Role of Pressure groups in human society.

Module-4 :

Religion and Educational Institution : Defining Religion-Relation between Magic

and Religion; Social Function of Religion ; Marx’s explanation of Religions as a Social

Institutions; Education and the processes of Socialization and Social control.
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Paper VII : Social Demography and Social Change

Module-1 :

Social Change : Meaning of Social Change ; Relation between Social Change and
Social Evolution (and progress) ; Factors of Social Change; Social Change and Social
Revolution.

Module-2 :

Theories of Social Change : Marxist explanation of Social Change ; Thostein Veblen’s
technological theory of change; Geographical explanation of Social Change; Modern
approach to the study of Social Change—Indirected change vs. directed change through
social movements.

Module-3 :

Social Demography : Demography-Nature & Scope ; Sources of Demographic data;
Size and growth of India’s population ; Factors affecting fertility, mortality and migration.

Module-4 :

Theories of Population : Pre-Malthusian theories of population ; Malthusian theory
of population ; Theory of optimum population; Marxist theory of population; Theory of
Demographic transition.

Paper VIII : Social Problems and Social Research

Module-1 :

Crime and Delinquency : Causes of Crime-Theories concerning the treatment of
Criminals-White Collar Crime-Problem of Juvenile Delinquency-Remedial measures
and programme; Problem of Child Abuse : Types and Causes of Child Abuse-Areas of
Child Labour—Remedial measures and programme; Problem of Youth : Alienation—
Students’ Movement-Remedial measures and programme.

Module-2 :

Problem of Women : Violence against Women-Nature and Forms-Discrimination
against Women-its Institutional and Social aspects-Remedial measures and programme;
Problem of Old Age : Nature of the problem – physiological, psychological, Social and
Economic aspects-Remedial measures and programme ; Problem of Communalism—
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Causes and Incidences of Communal Violence in Inependent India—Remedies—Meaning
of Secularism—Programme for the implementation of secular ideas; Problem of
Environment : Forms of Environment pollution—their causes-Remedial measures and
programme.

Module-3 :

Research Methodology : Theory and Research : The creation of Social Theory—

Deductive and Inductive Theory Construction—Concepts, Variables, Propositions and

Hypotheses-Links between Theory and Research ; The Research Process : Social Science

as Science-Stages of Social Research—Types of Research-Uses and Abuses of Social

Research-Value free Sociology; Research Design : Purposes of Research-Problem

formulation and Research Design-Different types of Research Design–Major steps in a

Research Design; Conceptualisation and Operationalization : Concepts-Operationalizing

Definitions-Validity-Meaning and Types-Reliability-Meaning and Types; Qualitative

Research Technique. Techniques and methods of Qualitative Research—participant

Observation/Ethnography; Interview guide-Case Study Method-Content analysis-Oral

history, Narratives-Life history, Genealogy.

Module-4 :

Research Methodology including Social Statistics : Survey Research—General

Components of Survey Research—Types of Surveys—Design of Questionnaires, Face

to Face Interview & Telephone Surveys—Deciding if a Survey is Appropriate for your

topic. ; Field Research and Observational Studies ; General Components of a Field

Study—The Design of Field Studies—Strategies for Analysis—Validity and Reliability

in Field Studies–Deciding if a Field Study is Appropriate for your Topic; Frequency

Distribution and Graphing Techniques : Grouping of Data—Cumulative Frequency and

Cumulative Percentage Distribution–Graphing Techniques–Misuse of Graphing

Techniques–Forms of Frequency Curves–Other Graphic Representations–Levels of

Measurement and Different Graphic Presentation; Percentiles : Cumulative Percentiles

and Percentile Rank and Reference Group–Centiles, Deciles and Quartiles; Measures of

Central Tendency : The Arithmetic Mean–The Median–The Mode–Comparison of Mean,

Median and Mode–Criteria for the Choice of an Average–The Mean, Median, Mode and

Skewness.
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System of examination :

1st Semester-FBG, FEG, ESO-1 2nd Semester-FHS, ESO-II

3rd Semester-FST, ESO, III 4th Semester–ESO–IV, V

5th Semester–ESO-VI, VII 6th Semester–ESO–VIII, AOC & Env. Studies
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1. Compulsory Subjects : Foundation Course

(a) Bengali (FBG) 4 Credits
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Paper–III : Sociological Thought 8 Credits

Paper–IV : Sociological Theory 8 Credits
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Paper–VI : Social Institutions 8 Credits

Paper–VII : Social Demography and Social Change 8 Credits

Paper–VIII : Social Problems and Social Research 8 Credits
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